
February African American History Month 

African Proverbs 

Monday Tuesday Wed Thurs. Friday Sat. Sun 

   1  

Learning expands 

great souls. ~ 

Namibian proverb 

 

2 

Wisdom is wealth. ~ 

Swahili 

3 

Nobody is born wise. ~ 

African proverb 

4 

He who learns, 

teaches. ~ Ethiopian 

proverb 

5 

A family tie is like a 

tree, it can bend but it 

cannot break. ~ 

African proverb 

 

 

6 

Wisdom is like a 

baobab tree; no one 

individual can embrace 

it. ~ Akan proverb 

7 

A large chair does not 

make a king. ~ 

Sudanese proverb 

 

8 

Where there are 

experts there will be 

no lack of learners. 

~Swahili Proverb 

9 

Peace is costly but it is 

worth the expense. 

~Kenyan proverb 

 

10 

He who refuses to 

obey cannot 

command. ~ Kenyan 

proverb 

11 

Speak softly and carry 

a big stick; you will go 

far. ~ West African 

proverb 

12 

Traveling is learning. 

~Kenyan Proverb 

13 

A leader who does not 

take advice is not a 

leader. ~ Kenyan 

proverb 

14 

Love has to be shown 

by deeds not words. ~ 

Swahili proverb 

 

15 

You always learn a lot 

more when you lose 

than when you win. ~ 

African proverb 

16 

An army of sheep led 

by a lion can defeat an 

army of lions led by a 

sheep. ~ Ghanaian 

proverb 

17 

He who is destined for 

power does not have 

to fight for it. ~ 

Ugandan proverb 

18 

When brothers fight to 

the death, a stranger 

inherits their father’s 

estate. ~ Ibo proverb 

 

19 

If the cockroach wants 

to rule over the 

chicken, then it must 

hire the fox as a 

body-guard. ~ Sierra 

Leone proverb 

 

 

20 

Ears that do not listen 

to advice, accompany 

the head when it is 

chopped off. ~African 

Proverb 

 

21 

A patient man will eat 

ripe fruit. ~ African 

proverb 

 

22 

Do not forget what it is 

to be a sailor because 

of being a captain 

yourself. ~ Tanzanian 

proverb 

 

23 

If you want to go 

quickly, go alone. If 

you want to go far, go 

together. ~ African 

proverb 

 

24 

Because he lost his 

reputation, he lost a 

kingdom. ~ Ethiopian 

proverb 

 

25 

 Make some money 

but don’t let money 

make you. ~ Tanzania 

27 

You are beautiful, but 

learn to work, for you 

cannot eat your 

beauty. ~Congolese 

Proverb 

28 

A family is like a forest, 

when you are outside 

it is dense, when you 

are inside you see that 

each tree has its 

place. ~ African 

Proverb 

     


