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AT English 11 Summer Reading 
 

Before returning to school, you will need to read The Great Gatsby to complete the below assignment. The 
below will guide your reading and prepare you for the Socratic discussion and related assignments. You will 
need to submit this to Canvas by the start of the second week of school (September 10th / 11th) for the 
Socratic Seminar that will take place in class on September 13th / 14th.  

 
The Great Gatsby – Socratic Seminar Discussion Topics 

 
Directions: Type your answers under the question in RED text. Refer to the text – and cite specific pages – 
whenever relevant. Be prepared to discuss your ideas during the Socratic Seminar! 
 

1. Respond to the questions from the discussion question list below. Find at least one quotation per 
question in the text to support your answers. Your answer should be at least a paragraph in length. 
Make sure you label your responses. (Make sure to use MLA in-text citations.) 

a. If your last name starts with A-M, answer the odd numbered questions for the Socratic 
Seminar. 

b. If your last name starts with N-Z, answer the even numbered questions for the Socratic 
Seminar. 

c. The class AFTER your Socratic Seminar, you will hand in the answers to the remaining 6 
questions. 

 
2. Be prepared to be part of the discussion. We will be doing this over a portion of 2 periods so be 

prepared for your assigned questions below.  
 

3. Use MLA format in your written responses. If you need a reminder for what that looks like, please 
refer to this website: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.1522454400-
1709346682.1522454400  

 
 
1. Although Daisy has a daughter (Pammy), she appears very infrequently and is rarely mentioned by Daisy 
and Tom. Why do you think Fitzgerald chooses to give Pammy such a minor role in the novel? What, if 
anything, does this reflect about the Daisy and/or Tom? 
 
2. Fitzgerald uses the symbolism of Dr. T.J. Eckleberg to comment on the moral, relations, and spiritual 
values of his day. Explain what the author has to say through the sign that presides over the valley of ashes. 
How does it reflect the morally corrupt values of the characters? 
 
3. At the end of the novel, only Tom and Daisy remain together, unscathed by the novels many tragedies and 
disappointments. Knowing what you do about these two characters, why do things turn out this way? What 
allows Tom and Daisy to escape much of the pain of what they contributed to? Nick shares his last, most 
recent meeting with Tom. Describe the meeting and make inferences. 
 
4. At the end of the novel, Nick states, “I see now that this has been a story of the West, after all - Tom, and 
Gatsby, Daisy and Jordan and I, were all Westerners, and perhaps we possessed some deficiency in common 



 
 

 
 

which made us subtly unadaptable to Eastern life” (176). What does Nick mean by this? Does this change 
these characters’ statuses? Are the morals and attitudes of these characters associated with the West or East? 
 
5. Characters in modernist works are often alienated (in a spiritual sense, alone). Who is “alone” in the 
novel? In what way(s) are they alone? 
 
6. Early in the novel Gatsby tells Nick that his parents were “wealthy people” who were “all dead now” (65). 
However, later in the novel we learn that his parents were actually poor farmers and that his father, at least, 
was still alive. Why do you think Gatsby told this lie about his parents? Also, why does Fitzgerald choose to 
bring Gatsby’s father into the novel after Gatsby’s death? 
 
7. Consider the last three paragraphs of the novel (which begin “And as I sat there brooding.”) These 
paragraphs speak of the unfulfilled longing of Gatsby. They also address the unfulfilled American dream. 
Compare Gatsby’s goals and desires with the desires that most Americans have. 
 
8. How does Fitzgerald rely on imagery and figurative language to develop his setting and characters? How 
does he use symbolism to develop theme and conflict? Consider the use of colors (green, yellow, gray), 
names, and objects (the eyes of T.J. Eckleburg, the Valley of Ashes, the light at the end of the dock, Gatsby's 
house, etc.). 
 
9. The “owl-eyed man” only shows up a few times in the novel; he speaks to Nick and Jordan in the library 
at one of Gatsby’s parties, he is a passenger in the car that is wrecked near the end of chapter four, and he 
mysteriously comes to Gatsby’s funeral. What is the significance of the owl-eyed man, and why do you think 
Fitzgerald included him in the novel? 
 
10. What is Nick Carraway's role in the novel? Consider Nick's father's advice in chapter one: "Whenever 
you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages 
that you've had." Does telling the story from Nick's point of view make it more believable? Why or why not? 
Do you feel that Nick Carraway is a reliable narrator? Can we trust that his reporting in the story is 
unbiased? Is he objective? Does he make assumptions? What are his values, biases? Does social status or 
gender affect his opinions? Give some examples to back up your argument. 
 
11. Why is the novel entitled The Great Gatsby? He did have his flaws as well as many strengths. List those, 
compare, and comment on the significance of the title and Nick’s altering attitude toward him. Re-read the 
beginning of the book to make some significant claims. What made Gatsby great? 
 
12. At the end of the novel when he leaves Gatsby for the last time, Nick says, “They’re a rotten crowd. 
You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.” And at the beginning of the novel, he asserts “Gatsby 
turned out all right at the end.” Explain how Nick can make such statements. 
 
Grading:  
40 pts = Written Preparation  
60 pts = Spoken Portion- Contribute least 6 insightful comments during the seminar  
 
· _You will be graded on your responses AND on your participation in the discussion.  
· _When answering questions, keep in mind the thematic concepts, symbols, and other literary elements we 
have discussed.  



 
 

 
 

· _If you are absent: Answer your 6 questions then get notes from classmates on the other 6 questions, 
answer those questions as well to receive credit for the assignment. Your answers should be at least ½ 
page in length.  
 
 
Written Portion: (40 points = 2 points per written response) Respond to the following questions, citing 
evidence from the novel as justification for your response.  Make sure to use MLA Formatting. The written 
portion is due September 10th / 11th.  
 
Written Portion Scoring System: 
 
Criteria 1 2 3 4 
Response shows 
evidence of literary 
analysis 

Does not exhibit 
this skill. 
 

Exhibits a small 
part of this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits most of 
this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits this skill 
consistently. 
 

MLA format and 
citations are correct 

Does not exhibit 
this skill. 
 

Exhibits a small 
part of this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits most of 
this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits this skill 
consistently. 
 

Written with clarity 
of thought and 
language. 

Does not exhibit 
this skill. 
 

Exhibits a small 
part of this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits most of 
this skill 
consistently. 
 

Exhibits this skill 
consistently. 
 

 
 
 
Discussion Portion: (60 points) You should be prepared to discuss Your 6 questions above for the seminar. 
 

1. 
 
 

2. 3. 4. 

5. 
 

6. 7. 8. 
 
 

9. 
 
 

10. 11. 12. 

 
 Oral Response Scoring System  
ü+ = 10 points Thoughtful Comment with quotes  
ü= 7 points Thoughtful Comment, no quote  
ü- = 5 points Repetitive or obvious statement  
* = 8 points Personal Connection/Real World Connection  
^ = 10 points Connection to another work of literature 


