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Cherry Blossom 

By Genna Langunoff 

Cherry Blossoms are very pretty flowers that bloom only in the 

Spring in the months of May or June. This year they might come 

in March or May.  

Many people go to the cherry blossom festival and see them in 

Washington DC. I remember one time seeing the cherry blos-

soms when I went to the festival with my family 

The cherry blossom trees were once in Japan and the Japanese 

people gave us the seeds. Now we celebrate it by visiting the 

cherry blossoms.   
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Building Teamwork  

By Jason C. 

 

In Ms. Rosario’s and Ms. Don-

aldson’s class on a Friday morning, 

our class worked on a teamwork 

building exercise that gave us an 

idea of how to collaborate with 

each other when being assembled 

to complete a task during a job.  

Later in the future, whenever we 

have employment in our lives, the 

class will be more aware of han-

dling, with precautions ,the situa-

tions they’ll be presented in their 

workplaces, and not freak them-

selves out. After our class listened 

carefully to the instructions, our 

teachers had to split us into two dif-

ferent groups; however, not all of 

us were of an even number. There-

fore, instead of the usual two 

groups, our classroom had three.  

We were all excited for this activi-

ty. Meanwhile, the teachers were 

also setting up the rope that was 

going to be attached at the ends of 

the wall outside near the door 

frame; the rope was going to be 

used for limbo, so everyone could 

demonstrate how low we can go.  

The goals were to see if we could 

pass through without tripping, fall-

ing down, or even touching the 

rope and then see if we could help 

out our partners to make it to the 

other side. It was mostly a chal-

lenge. Our teachers would raise the 

stakes if we passed the test.  For 

that reason, the stages got harder, 

and until we could reach our limit, 

that’s where we knew we couldn’t 

go any further.  In conclusion, we 

all had a very fun experience, 

shared lots of laughs, and had a 

great time with everyone. 

  



TJ my favorite Internship 

By Nick Jones 

Working at TJ is fun. Every Tuesdays and Thursdays starting from 8:30 am, I 

walk down to TJ with my job coach. 

I like walking; it is good exercise for my heath. Some times when the weather is 

not good to walk we take the bus. Usually we take the 10B Metro Bus towards 

Ballston. In TJ I work in Cafeteria. I like to work in the cafeteria because I meet 

with a lot of students. Also, there is a lot to do there. I clean inside the Cafete-

ria. I pick up trash. I clean the windows. 

When we finish again we come back to the Career Center by walking or  taking 

the bus. 

  



. 

What Will I Do Over Spring Break? 

By Nam Mai 

 

 When spring break arrives in about a week from now, I plan to go somewhere fun, un-

wind at home, socialize with my family, hang out with my friends from school, and other things. 

Spring break will kick off with a visit to Washington to see the cherry blossom parade, which is 

the climax of this year’s festival. Once the parade is over, we will then go to the Hirshhorn Muse-

um and Sculpture Garden, where I will see an exhibit about Japanese painter Yayoi Kusama, an 

individual most famous for her enigmatic “infinity mirrors” in her home country of Japan. (In order 

to enter this special exhibit, however, visitors to the museum will need to have a pass. We will 

reserve a pass online rather than going through the lines, since it is less inconvenient.) In the 

museum, if time spent in the Kusama exhibit is not counted, we will likely spend about one to 

two hours in the Hirshhorn. (Getting a snack after the museum visit and shopping in the gift shop 

does count, however.) As for the rest of spring break, there is a lot of time for me to fill in before 

school resumes the Tuesday after the break. I could take a short vacation to somewhere in the 

United States (or even outside of the country), clean up the house, catch up on some assign-

ments I missed while I was at school, watch some movies, chat and talk with my friends on so-

cial media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and so on), communicate more often with 

my family, and rest more often (resulting in getting more sleeping time, since I get less sleep on 

weekdays and more time on weekends).  

 Two personal assistants, who are from the Considerate Care organization, will come to 

my house and schedule a series of visits. Once I get acquainted with the new assistants, I will 

learn a lot of skills from them. They will teach me tasks such as  cleaning my room, making my 

bed, doing the laundry, preparing dinner, going out in the community, and other things. Time is a 

major factor, since one of the personal assistants is only here from 4 to 8 p.m. after school, and 

another assistant will be available on the weekends. One of the assistants is Mirtha Romero, 

and she is nice and friendly. She will take me places on the weekdays,  and teach me skills at 

home that I need to work on more. The other assistant is Perry Fustero, who works as a helper 

in the Career Center during the school day, and will take me to places on the weekends, since I 

do not have school on those days. Personally, Mirtha seems to be getting along with me quite 

easily since the day we first met, even though she does have a little sense of humor during 

some conversations. I will learn a bunch of new things from Mirtha in the coming weeks, right 

now, we’re just “scratching the surface.” Perry, on the other hand, looks like a normal college-

type student. (I think I will start to be friends with Perry more often when he comes on Saturdays 

or Sundays.) Whatever the reason, these two assistants will take care of me just fine.  



Volunteering  With the 

Horses  

By Genna 

On Saturday I went to the 

therapeutic riding horse 

farm in Northern Virginia. 

I prepared the horses, I 

brushed them, put the blan-

kets on the horses back, put 

the girth on their belly and 

put the saddles on the back 

of the horses. I also picked 

the horses’ hooves.  

I also put the reins and the 

bit on the horse’s mouth, 

and gave them food and 

water. I help give them a 

bath and clean water. I help 

clean the stalls and the food 

buckets. I assist with the 

horse lessons and help the 

riders. I also help other vol-

unteers. 

At the end of the day, I put 

everything away and sweep 

the floor. 

 



    

My trip to see “Hidden Figures” 

By Brian Ramos 

First of all, we would bring $5 for a ticket, but our teachers decided 

they’ll buy the tickets for us. Anyway, we researched on the African 

American women who worked at NASA during the segregation of rac-

es. The names are Kathrine G. Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary 

Jackson. We researched Kathrine, who was a mathematician at NASA 

who calculate the trajectories, launch windows, and emergency back-up 

plans to return the astronauts safely back to earth. Dorothy specialized 

in calculations in flight paths, the Scout project, and FORTRAN com-

puter programming in the West Area Computers, and Mary Jackson was 

engineer at NASA who was the “computer” at the segregated West Side 

Computers.  

These 3 African-American women were part of a special project at 

NASA called “The Space Race”. The women helped win the Space 

Race which put an astronaut aboard a space shuttle and calculated the 

time the shuttle will stay in orbit around the Earth. Anyway, it was fun 

watching the film. Of course I may have dozed off while watching.  



    

 My Field Trip to The Black History Museum 

By Michelle Villanueva 

 

Yesterday I went to the Black History Museum in Washington DC. We 

took the 16X MetroExtra bus to Washington DC. The museum wasn’t 

open, so we went to the Washington Monument. We took some photos and 

we took a walk. When it was 10:00 AM, we went to the museum and we 

took a group photo. The teacher gave us our tickets to get in. Then we got 

on line. Finally we got inside the museum. We got in our groups. I was 

with Ms. Mili, Ambar and Abigail. The first thing we did was going to the 

first floor because everyone was going there so we follow each other. We 

saw a lot of things, clothes, sports and music. My favorite part was the mu-

sic. 



  

PEP Goes to the Movies 

By Harris Claster 

 

On February 22, 2017, students from PEP saw the movie “Hidden Figures” 

at Regal Cinemas Ballston Common in Arlington. The movie centers on the 

first African-American women to work for NASA. They get jobs as mathe-

maticians and help launch John Glenn into orbit aboard the Friendship 7 

rocket as the first American astronaut to go around the Earth 3 times. 

This was an interesting movie for me as it helped me to understand more 

about what women did to contribute to the space program for America and 

our country’s history. 

Finally, as this article ends, I would like to say that everyone who went to 

see this movie should know about the NASA space program. NASA will ac-

cept anybody who wants to try and go into space, regardless of race, gender, 

or skin color.        

  

https://www.google.com/url?url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NASA_logo.svg&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjcp6Gmy6bSAhWH3oMKHYHZAlYQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNECzrVQN1oXvnCs3hiuykxn2vGjqw
https://www.google.com/url?url=https://www.nasa.gov/centers/glenn/about/bios/mercury_mission.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiq-4PHyabSAhVo6YMKHarwDmIQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNHaQVEm8S5XZW859VA4VEs5hxqmSg


    

Friends 

By Anais Gonzalez  

 

My friends are Nick, Genna, and Forrest. We go to Zumba on Fridays at our school. I enjoy 

dancing a lot. I like dancing with my friends because it is fun! Music makes me happy. When I 

listen to music I feel like dancing. Friends make great dancing partners and that’s what I like 

most about my friends they know how to have fun with me.   

*************************************************************** 

PEP Reflections 

Terrence- 

Rap is good because it is fun to listen to. Nikki Minaj is good, I like her songs and lyrics. Remy 

Ma is a good rapper and I like her style. I like her songs. She is fun to listen to. 

 

Sheridan- 

Last Friday we had an assembly for Black History Month. I enjoyed the dancing videos, the po-

etry and the students’ presentations.  

 

Ambar   

Last weekend I had fun with my mom. We went to DC to see the monuments and we also had 

lunch. The weather was nice outside. We took the Metro to get there. I enjoyed my trip with my 

mom. 

 

Abigail 

I went to the zoo to say goodbye to Bao Bao. 

 

Adonay    

I’m happy to be working in Brown Box with my buddies. I am going to miss them. 



 

My Plans for After Graduation 

-By Harris Claster 

My plans for after graduation are to go to the M.O.S.T. 

Program in Fairfax. After I finish there, I plan to find a 

job that deals with data entry/input or technology. 

What I will miss most about PEP is being with my 

friends and seeing all of my teachers. I will also miss 

doing a lot of fun field trips. My favorite field trip was 

the trip to when we went to see the movie {“Hidden 

Figures.” During my time at PEP, I have made many 

new friends and I will miss them a lot too. 

Finally, as my time in the APS system comes to a close, 

I will really miss being able to go on job sites as well. 

The job site I enjoyed most was Office Squad because I 

liked being able to do assignments for staff and putting 

together the newsletter for the PEP Program. 

These are some of the many things that I plan to do after 

graduation: 

 Hang out with friends 

 Get outside more 

 And go to different places that I haven’t been to be-

fore, such as some of the national parks that we have 

to offer in different states. 

Thank you also to my teachers who made my time in 

PEP possible as well. 

  



  

After PEP 

By Giovanni Rios 

 

After the PEP Transition Ceremony in June, I’ll be ready for my 

graduation party which will be at my house. I will invite many 

friends and family to help me celebrate my accomplishments. I will 

have hot wings, hot dogs, salad, hamburgers, chicken, beef, rice, 

cake and ice cream cake. My family got me a graduation gift like 

the New Nintendo 3DS XL, which is red. I like to play games such 

as Super Mario, WarioWare, and Sonic the Hedgehog. I like my 

graduation gift from my family trip. I would like to go to Miami, be-

cause it seems like a fun place. I want to find a hotel around in Mi-

ami or the nearest airport. I like to walk around, go to the beach, go 

to the mall that’s close to the airport, and watching airplanes take off 

and landing. I will get a job at the Airport with American Airlines as 

a fleet service agent or the Office Job. I like to go inside the airplane 

to see the cabin view. I will work part time loading and unloading 

baggage and cargo. I also can do something in the office.  

  



  

After Graduation 
By Genna  Lagunoff 

 
 Last week I went on job tours. The tours I went to are M.O.S.T, Ser-

viceSource, and Linden Resources. My parents and teachers came to the 

meeting for M.O.S.T. I thought that the tour at M.O.S.T was great be-

cause I saw that it was small but I would go to different job sites and learn 

how to take transportation. I asked a lot of questions about the program. 

  At ServiceSource, I wasn’t too comfortable at this tour because 

there were long hallways and no windows. Also there were sixty kids at 

the program. I self-advocated and spoke to the tour guide. My teachers 

and parents were proud of me. 

 



  

My experiences in PEP 

By: Giovanni Rios 

Learning how to date and have a girlfriend is one of the few things I am doing at 
school. I am also learning how to use public transportation and go out in the commu-
nity. 

I brainstormed in class about learning how to date on my PowerPoint presentation, 
which I showed my classmates in Ms. Eagle’s class. I want to learn how to date and 
give some strategies.  I can greet a girl and ask what her name is. Maybe it’s someone I 
remember from my 2nd year at the Career Center. 

I also learned about my likes/dislikes in Ms. Eagle’s class.  For fun I like PlayStation 4 
video games, Nintendo 3DS or Nintendo DS video games, and all Just Dance video 
games. I play games on my Samsung Galaxy Tab like Doctor Who: Legacy, Sailor Moon 
Drops, Fruit Ninja, Cars: Fast as Lighting, WarioWare INC, Mega Microgames, Wario-
Ware: Twisted!, and other kinds of games. I enjoy listening to music like “Sorry”, “Let 
Me Love You”, “Can’t Feel My Face”, “What is Love?”, “Wherever I Go”, “Daddy”, 
“Gentleman”, and “Gangnam Style”, “Cola Song”, “Burn”,  “Lights”, “I Need Your 
Love”, “Cool for the Summer”, and other kinds of songs that I like.  

In the community, I went to the zoo and got my camera from home and took some 
pictures of the animals. I like to walk around, do some exercise and lose weight. I go 
out for lunch with my off campus pass and go to Subway or McDonald’s for lunch. I or-
der some food, like burgers, sandwiches or a salad. I order salad and French fries at 
McDonalds. I go back to the Career Center, have lunch, and talk to my friends. I want a 
new Nintendo 3DS XL to play Super Mario, Mario Kart, Mario Party, Donkey Kong, 
Mario and Sonic, Sonic the Hedgehog and WarioWare games, it was very fun. I like to 

go to the Air and Space Museum, take a tour to see the 
airplanes around the building. I want to see the exhibition 
Living in the Ages of Airplanes.  It was very interesting. 
We’re going to Alcova Heights Park for  the End of the 
Year Picnic. I’m ready to graduate this year. I want to walk 
around, talk each other, and play basketball, and work on 
friendships.  I want to keep in touch, stay calm, take a 
deep breath, and relax.  I want to help solve problems. 



  

A world when you sleep at night 

By Brian Ramos 

 

Do you know about the film “Inside Out” where emotions that live inside your head? 

Well, how about when you have a dream? While you sleep or if you have a night-

mare, you have two worlds in your current dream state. After you fall asleep at night, 

inside your thoughts is a paradise of light and good where you and other children’s 

dreams come to life in their sleep, where your favorite places are, your favorite 

shows, movie, and video game characters, and beloved spirits known as Dream Eaters 

that befriends the loving kids everywhere and where you can eat your favorite food in 

your mind. This was ruled by the King of Dreams: The Child of the Starry Night. 

This was dubbed Dreamtopia.  

But on the edge of your thoughts is a world where darkness and bad dreams were cre-

ated. Black clouds striking thunderbolts; monsters and villains from shows, horror 

and other movies, video games, and books come to life; while evil Dream Eaters tor-

ment your life. This place was ruled by the Phantom of Fear: Emperor Dark. This was 

dubbed: Nightmareland. This is where your dreams and nightmares come to your 

sleep. Eons ago, Dreamtopia and Nightmareland were at war with one another to de-

termine the fate of children’s and people’s dreams. Emperor Dark has assembled 

nightmare beings from every bad dream from kids to destroy Dreamtopia, and he will 

not stop until he rules the entire dream scape. The boy was in fear of the Phantom of 

Fear and his wicked plan to rule the dream scape, but he will not rest until he’s 

stopped for good. But he couldn’t do it alone. He assembled heroes from good peo-

ple’s dreams to end Emperor Dark once and for all.  



  

On Tuesday March 22,  the worst day in   

Belgium, Brussels’ was lived, and feared 

when the airport was bombed.   ISIS 

claimed  responsibility for the bombing 

and their involvement in the terrorist at-

tacks. There were 2 suicide bombers, 

maybe 3 with a mystery  man in white. A 

train station also ended up being 

bombed.  Those were Zaventem airport, 

and Maelbeek train station.  At  exactly 

around 8:00 AM in Zaventem airport,   

two explosions occurred, with one of the 

suicide  bombers moving within the air-

port onwards,    setting off  bombs, and 

causing a huge cacophony  of wails, 

screams, and shrieks. The explosions 

were heard many miles away,  but it 

started with gunfire, and then an yell was 

heard, and the chaos began from that 

point. Some of the bombs got close to 

the departure gates with shards of  shat-

tered glass, and ceiling panels caved in, 

crushing almost everyone.   

Luckily, the emergency crews arrived as 

soon as possible. They came, though un-

fortunately they  couldn’t find all of the 

survivors, but at least they were able to  

evacuate everyone, and close the airport 

from any further  damage. While others 

panicked, ran desperately searching for their 

family members, friends, and other loved 

ones, and even helping out other survivors, 

they rescued them from the train wreckage. 

The rest of the rubble that remained scattered 

on the floors. Yet there were still some in the 

airport that weren’t so lucky, as witnessed by 

many of the survivors. There was bloodshed 

everywhere, and pipes burst, causing the situ-

ation being more dangerous. In total, at 

Zaventem airport, 32 people lost their lives.   

Brussels Attacks  
By Jason 



  

See What’s New At PEP 



    

 


