
2020 Dual Enrollment: NOVA ENG 111/112  
Summer Assignment  
 
In this course, we will work to hone our writing craft. We will begin this exploration by trying to better understand the writer’s mind. 
To prepare for next year (and start your junior year on a good path), you need to do three things: 
 
First, read & annotate: 
 

During the summer break, find a copy of Constance Hale’s Sin and Syntax . Any unabridged edition will do. Read the book.  
 
As you read, keep a list of Hale’s advice for good writing . Try to keep each item on your list to one sentence or less. (Record the page numbers for 
each piece of advice on your list.) By the end of the book, you should be able to type up your list and have at least 2 pages typed, 12 pt font, Times 
New Roman, double spaced. (This can be done in bullet points.  It does not have to be in essay format.)  

 
Second, read, respond & analyze: 
Choose a work of creative nonfiction from the list below: 

● Orange is the New Black by Piper Kerman* 
● In the Garden of the Beasts by Erik Larson 
● Dead Wake  by Erik Larson 
● Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 
● Born to Run  by Christopher McDougall 
● Columbine by Dave Cullen 
● Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo 
● Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 
● The Hot Zone: The Terrifying True Story of the Origins of the 

Ebola Virus by Richard Preston 
● The Johnston Flood by David McCullough 
● The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest 

for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown 
● Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Korea by Barbara 

Demick 
● Dry by Neal Shusterman 

 

● The Looming Tower by Lawrence Wright 
● Mindhunter: Inside FBI’s Elite Serial Crime Unit by John E. 

Douglas and Mark Olshaker* 
● A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 
● Beneath the Scarlet Sky by Mark T. Sullivan* 
● Skull in the Ashes: Murder, A Gold Rush Manhunt, and the Birth 

of Circumstantial Evidence in America by Peter Kaufman 
● Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of 

the FBI by David Grann 
● Educated by Tara Westover 
● Brain on Fire  by Susannah Calahan  
● The Strongest Librarian by Josh Hanagarne 
● Escape  by Carolyn Jessop 
● Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil: A Savannah Story by 

John Berendt 
● Just Mercy: A True Story of the Fight for Justice  by Bryan 

Stevenson 
Some of these have film versions - I’ve watched them all.  They are very different from the novels. It will be apparent and unhelpful for this assignment if you watch rather than read the book.  You may watch as a supplement. 
 
Third, once you have read (or as you read), find 17-20  passages  that you think exemplify Hale’s advice from Sin and Syntax.  Use the lists you 
created to help you find the passages. For each passage choice, write  a brief, clear, specific analysis of why this passage is such a good example 
of Hale’s suggestion. Each analysis should be around 30-60 words. Make sure you format and cite in MLA. Provide the passage from the text 
(that does not count towards the 30-60 word analysis).  Do make sure you give a heading to each analysis then add the MLA citation.  You must 
have a Works Cited page. 
 
Remember – you are entering a college class.  The expectations are higher. Your work should show great thought, analysis, and effort.  DE has a 
strict late work policy so make sure to hand all work in on time .  



 
This will be counted as a Summative Assessment grade. 
 
 
On Monday, 9/8 by 11:59pm, you are expected to upload to Canvas: 

 
✔ Your list of advice from Hale’s book (at least 2 pages typed, 12pt font, Times 

New Roman, double spaced) 
✔ Your 17-20 passages with the explanations detailing your analysis (12 pt font, 

Times New Roman, double spaced with in-text citations and a Works Cited 
page) 

 
For help with MLA citations and formatting, visit OWL Purdue MLA Formatting and Style Guide 

website:  
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html 

 
 

 
 
**If you have any questions  about this assignment over the summer, please email: sarah.hartley@apsva.us   (I will be checking email periodically 
but not daily.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Formats for Assignment Submission: 
 
 
Passage from Your Chosen Narrative Non-Fiction Novel (with 
in-text citations): 

Explanation of HOW the novel’s excerpt is an example of Hale’s 
Advice. Provide quotations from Hale’s book (with in-text 
citations): 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

 
 

 



OR 
 
 

1.  

Passage from Your Chosen Narrative Non-Fiction Novel (with in-text citations): 
 

Explanation of HOW the novel’s excerpt is an example of Hale’s Advice. Provide quotations from Hale’s book (with in-text citations): 
 

 
 
 

2.  

Passage from Your Chosen Narrative Non-Fiction Novel (with in-text citations): 
 

Explanation of HOW the novel’s excerpt is an example of Hale’s Advice. Provide quotations from Hale’s book (with in-text citations): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


