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English 10 Summer Reading & Writing Assignment
English 10 explores texts about characters who overcome obstacles in order to live their “best lives.” This
summer, read at least one book that interests you. As you read, reflect on the protagonist:
● What challenges are they attempting to overcome?
● How do they rely on their own strengths and the support of people around them?
● Do you agree or disagree with their actions and choices?
● What changes do they experience from beginning to end?
Assignment: Write a one-page letter--about 250 words or so--to your future English teacher about your
summer reading. Describe the book and share your answers to the questions listed above. You’ll have a
chance to talk about the book during the first week of school. Submit your letter on Canvas by Friday,
September 9, 2022. For early submissions, email: leah.mcfarlane@apsva.us.
Some ideas for your book selection:
Title

Cover

Themes

Synopsis

American
Street
By Ibi
Zoboi

Class, coming of On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola
Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie—a good
age, family

Apple
(Skin to
Core)

Identity, history, The term "Apple" is a slur in Native communities across the
country. It's for someone supposedly "red on the outside,
reinvention

Aristotle
and Dante
Discover
the Secrets
of the
Universe
by
Benjamin
Alire
Sáenz

Identity,
friendship,
LGBTQ

life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother
is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her
loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the
grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising
romance, all on her own.

white on the inside." This memoir in verse is the story of his
family—of Onondaga among Tuscaroras—of Native folks
everywhere. From the horrible legacy of the government
boarding schools, to a boy watching his siblings leave and
return and leave again, to a young man fighting to be an artist
who balances multiple worlds.
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a
know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world.
When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have
nothing in common. However, it is through this friendship that
Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about
themselves and the kind of people they want to be.
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A Blade So
Black by
L.L.
McKinney

Courage,
identity

Atlanta teen Alice Kingston discovers her magic powers when
she meets Addison Hatta, who lives in a place called
Wonderland. Inspired by “Alice in Wonderland” and “Buffy the
Vampire Slayer,” McKinney creates her own rich fantasy world
and introduces a gutsy Black heroine.

Code
Talker by
Joseph
Brucach

Mortality,
family, war

Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan,
Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort,
sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that
used their native language. This historical fiction novel is
about a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code
talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This
deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, like
Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and
language of the Navajo Indians.

Dear
Martin by
Nic Stone

Police brutality,
justice, loss

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always
there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police
officer who just put him in handcuffs. Justyce looks to the
teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they
hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.

I Am Not
Your
Perfect
Mexican
Daughter
by Erika L.
Sánchez

Family, cultural
expectations

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And
they do not move out of their parents’ house after high school
graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their
family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That
was Olga’s role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in
Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to reassemble
the shattered pieces of her family.

The Land
of
Permanen
t
Goodbyes
by Atia

Refugees, War,
Corruption

In a country ripped apart by war, Tareq lives with his big and
loving family . . . until the bombs strike. His city is in ruins. His
life is destroyed. And those who have survived are left to
figure out their uncertain future. Tareq's family knows that to
continue to stay alive, they must leave. As they travel as
refugees from Syria to Turkey to Greece, facing danger at
every turn, Tareq must find the resilience and courage to
complete his harrowing journey.

Survival, financial
stress, freedom

This sci-fi novel follows teen artist Adam Costello as he and his
family adjust to a broken economy. Thanks to the
job-destroying technology of the extraterrestrial vuvv, Adam
and his mother and sister have little money for food, water, or
medicine. Because the aliens are fascinated by human
inventions such as "true love," Adam and his neighbor Cleo
pretend to be romantically involved. The pressure of pleasing
their alien overlords takes its toll, and Adam finds himself
heading for a crisis of artistic integrity and gastric distress.

Abawi

Landscape
With the
Invisible
Hand by
M.T.
Anderson
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Laughing
at my
Nightmare
by Shane
Burcaw

Ability, identity,
compassion

With acerbic wit and a hilarious voice, Shane Burcaw's Laughing at
My Nightmare describes the challenges he faces as a
twenty-one-year-old with spinal muscular atrophy. From awkward
handshakes to having a girlfriend and everything in between, Shane
handles his situation with humor and a "you-only-live-once"
perspective on life. While he does talk about everyday issues that are
relatable to teens, he also offers an eye-opening perspective on what
it is like to have a life threatening disease.

Me (Moth)
by Amber
McBride

Loss, ancestry,
friendship

Moth has lost her family in an accident. Though she lives with
her aunt, she feels alone and uprooted. Until she meets Sani, a
boy who is also searching for his roots. If he knows more
about where he comes from, maybe he’ll be able to
understand his ongoing depression. And if Moth can help him
feel grounded, then perhaps she too will discover the history
she carries in her bones.

On the
Come Up
by Angie
Thomas

Class, justice,
finding your
voice

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of
all time. Or at least win her first battle. As the daughter of an
underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big,
Bri’s got massive shoes to fill.It is the story of fighting for your
dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; and about
how, especially for young black people, freedom of speech
isn’t always free.

Pride by
Ibi Zoboi

Gentrification,
clash of
cultures

Pride and Prejudice gets remixed in this smart, funny, gorgeous
retelling of the classic, starring all characters of color. Zuri
Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in
her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not be enough to save
her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming
unrecognizable.
When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street,
Zuri wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as
her older sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley.

More Reading Resources
Arlington Public Library
https://arlington.overdrive.com/collection/27815

100 Great Books for an Ambitious Teen Reader
https://slate.com/human-interest/2019/07/best
-books-advanced-teenage-readers.html

National Book Award Winners
https://www.nationalbook.org/national-book-awa Washington Post: 18 YA Books
rds/search/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2022/
05/26/ya-books-summer-reading/
Award Winners: Teen and Young Adult
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/a Common Sense Media
ward-winners-fiction-teen-young-adult?page=1
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Letter Format Example
Date

Dear

,

Sincerely,

