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English 11:
Summer Assignment for American Literature
Directions:
1. Choose a book from the Book Choice List located on a chart AFTER the assignment below. This assignment is to
prepare you for English 11: American Literature; therefore, all the books are contemporary fiction, realistic fiction, historical
fiction, or nonfiction dealing with a different aspect or timeframe within the United States.
2. Complete the following assignment that is due on Wednesday, 9/12/2022 at 11:59 pm to their English 11 teacher.
Complete all FIVE of the following activities regarding the book of your choice. The rubric for the assignment is located
AFTER the Book Choice List. The expectation is that you are reading and working on this over the summer. You will get
some in-class work time once you return to school so any questions can get answered. All late work submitted AFTER
Wednesday, 9/12/2022 at 11:59 pm will receive a late penalty UNLESS you have a documented extension or you’ve
contacted me IN ADVANCE about an extension (This includes all IEP and 504 extensions - you must reach out prior to the
due date if you need to use your extension.)
1. Connect to World: Find a news article/current event that relates to the text and connect it to the book of your choice by answering
the below questions.
A) In the box provided below, provide a link to the article. (In looking for a news article or current event, think of themes, issues
presented, conflicts that happened, and relationships between characters within your chosen book.)

B) Then, explain in a well-supported, detailed paragraph how the news article/current event connects to (your book choice).
List at least 2 quotes from the article that you can use to show HOW the article CONNECTs to your book of choice. (Use
MLA In-Text citations.)
How to cite an article (there are two options):
A) Provide the author’s last name in the parenthesis after the closing quotation of the quote: “This is to show you the
format” (Thomas).
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B) Provide the first 5 words of the article title in italics because you provided the author’s last name in the quote lead in: As
Thomas states, “The students worked feverishly” (The Work Never Ends).
1.
2.

Making sure to use the two above quotes, in a well-supported, detailed paragraph explain how the news article/current
event connects to your book of choice.

2. Connect to Self: Write a well-developed paragraph about how (your book choice) can relate to your own life in the box provided
below. To what situations and/or characters can you relate? Why? Have you had any similar experiences? How so?

3. Connect to Literature: Write a well-developed, well-supported paragraph explaining how (your book choice) connects to
another piece of literature or film you have read/watched. You could connect the novel to another novel, a poem, a song, an essay, a
memoir, film, tv show, etc.
What piece of literature or film does
your chosen book connect to? (In
making this decision, think of similar
characters, themes, issues presented,
relationships between characters.)

Provide an example or quote of the connection or
what they have in common from your chosen
book. (Make sure to use MLA in-text citations for
direct quotes)
MLA citation for a novel: (Author page number)
Ex. (Thomas 54)

Provide an example or quote of the connection or
what they have in common from your chosen book.
(Make sure to use MLA in-text citations for direct
quotes)
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Now put columns 1-3 in the above chart together and write a well-supported paragraph explaining how your book of choice
connects to another piece of literature or film you have read/watched.

4. Connect to Art: Grab the cover that’s located in the book choice chart below. Copy and paste the image of each the cover and
place it in the box below. Write a well-developed paragraph analyzing why the artist chose the images/text/font
style/photographs/graphics to depict in certain ideas, themes, issues, etc. present in the novel.
Cover Image

List the chosen images/text/font
style/photographs/graphics

In a paragraph, answer why YOU think the author
chose the items in column two to depict the novel?
What ideas, themes, and issues does it present from the
novel?

5. Connect to American Society: Write a well-supported paragraph reflecting on what you learned about American society based
on your chosen book. In writing this paragraph, answer the following questions:
A. What did you learn about American society and/or history from your reading?
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B. How did your book highlight something unique about American society or history? What are your thoughts/opinions about this
issue topic after your reading?
Question

Answer to the question

Provide 1-2 quotes or specific examples from
your chosen book and/or American history to
support your answer.
Provide In-Text Citations:
MLA citation for a novel: (Author page
number)
Ex. (Thomas 54)

A. What did you learn about American society
and/or history from your reading?
B. How did your book highlight something
unique about American society or history?
What are your thoughts/opinions about this
issue topic after your reading?

Put the information from column 2 and 3 in the above chart together to write a well-supported paragraph reflecting on what you learned
about American society based on your chosen book. In writing this paragraph, answer the following questions:
C. What did you learn about American society and/or history from your reading?
D. How did your book highlight something unique about American society or history? What are your thoughts/opinions about this
issue topic after your reading?
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Book Choice List
Fiction
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins

"This book is not simply the great American novel; it’s the great novel of las
Americas. It’s the great world novel! This is the international story of our times.
Masterful." (Sandra Cisneros)
Lydia lives in Acapulco. She has a son, Luca, the love of her life, and a
wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while cracks are beginning to show
in Acapulco because of the cartels, Lydia’s life is, by and large, fairly
comfortable. But after her husband’s tell-all profile of the newest drug lord is
published, none of their lives will ever be the same.
Forced to flee, Lydia and Luca find themselves joining the countless people
trying to reach the United States.

The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates

“...his debut novel comes with slightly unrealistic expectations—and then
proceeds to exceed them. The Water Dancer . . . is a work of both staggering
imagination and rich historical significance. . . . What’s most powerful is the way
Coates enlists his notions of the fantastic, as well as his fluid prose, to probe a
wound that never seems to heal. . . . Timeless and instantly
canon-worthy.”—Rolling Stone
This is the dramatic story of an atrocity inflicted on generations of women, men,
and children—the violent and capricious separation of families—and the war
they waged to simply make lives with the people they loved. Written by one of
today’s most exciting thinkers and writers, The Water Dancer isa propulsive,
transcendent work that restores the humanity of those from whom everything
was stolen.
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The Other Americans by Laila Lalami

As the characters—deeply divided by race, religion, and class—tell their stories,
each in their own voice, connections among them emerge. Driss’s family
confronts its secrets, a town faces its hypocrisies, and love—messy and
unpredictable—is born. Timely, riveting, and unforgettable, The Other Americans
is at once a family saga, a murder mystery, and a love story informed by the
treacherous fault lines of American culture.

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
Novel in Verse

" Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood.
Ever since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her
fierceness do the talking.”

With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo

"Teen mother Emoni Santiago struggles with the challenges of finishing high
school and her dream of working as a chef."
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Chlorine Sky by Mahogany L. Browne
Novel in Verse

“With gritty and heartbreaking honesty, Mahogany L. Browne delivers a novel in
verse about broken promises, fast rumors, and when growing up means growing
apart from your best friend.” “Mahogany L. Browne’s debut YA is an absolute
masterpiece. It will leave you breathless.” -Elizabeth Acevedo, New York Times
bestselling author of The Poet X

There, There by Tommy Orange

Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to
the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling his life together after his
uncle’s death and working at the powwow to honor his memory.
Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the very first
time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of the plight of the urban Native
American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of
beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and heroism.
Hailed as an instant classic, There There is at once poignant and unflinching,
utterly contemporary and truly unforgettable.

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

Meet the Ganguli family, new arrivals from Calcutta, trying their best to become
Americans even as they pine for home. The name they bestow on their firstborn,
Gogol, betrays all the conflicts of honoring tradition in a new world — conflicts
that will haunt Gogol on his own winding path through divided loyalties, comic
detours, and wrenching love affairs.
"Dazzling...An intimate, closely observed family portrait."—The New York Times

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones

This stirring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the hearts and minds of
three people who are at once bound and separated by forces beyond their
control. An American Marriage is a masterpiece of storytelling, an intimate look
deep into the souls of people who must reckon with the past while moving
forward—with hope and pain—into the future.
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The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes

What happens to them--and to the men they love--becomes an unforgettable
drama of loyalty, justice, humanity, and passion. These heroic women refuse to
be cowed by men or by convention. And though they face all kinds of dangers in
a landscape that is at times breathtakingly beautiful, at others brutal, they’re
committed to their job: bringing books to people who have never had any, arming
them with facts that will change their lives.
Based on a true story rooted in America’s past, The Giver of Stars is
unparalleled in its scope and epic in its storytelling. Funny, heartbreaking,
enthralling, it is destined to become a modern classic--a richly rewarding novel of
women’s friendship, of true love, and of what happens when we reach beyond
our grasp for the great beyond.

Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid

A striking and surprising debut novel from an exhilarating new voice, Such a Fun
Age is a bighearted story about race and privilege, set around a young Black
babysitter, her well-intentioned employer, and a surprising connection that
threatens to undo them both.

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng

Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and
identity, and the ferocious pull of motherhood - and the danger of believing that
following the rules can avert disaster.
"I read Little Fires Everywhere in a single, breathless sitting." (Jodi Picoult)
“To say I love this book is an understatement. It’s a deep psychological mystery
about the power of motherhood, the intensity of teenage love, and the danger of
perfection. It moved me to tears.” (Reese Witherspoon)
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Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate

“Poignant, engrossing.” (People) “Lisa Wingate takes an almost unthinkable
chapter in our nation’s history and weaves a tale of enduring power.” (Paula
McLain)
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals - in which Georgia
Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold
poor children to wealthy families all over the country - Lisa Wingate’s riveting,
wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths
we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong.

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult

With richly layered characters and a gripping moral dilemma that will lead
listeners to question everything they know about privilege, power, and race,
Small Great Things is the stunning new pause-resister from Jodi Picoult.

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds &
Brendan Kiely

A single instance can change your life. Quinn witnesses Rashaad’s brutal
assault by a white police officer who also happens to be like a father to him.
Quinn wrestles with what to do as the sole witness while Rashad grapples with
what happened to him. The impact goes beyond both of them
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Papertowns by John Greene

If you love mystery and humor and want to learn more about Orlando, you will
love this book. Quentin and Margo have been neighbors forever. When Margo
disappears, Quentin begins this quest to find her. What he uncovers about
Margo, himself, and his hometown changes his perspective forever.

When I was a Puerto Rican by Esmeralda
Santiago

Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico full of love, tropical
sounds and sights, and poverty. When her mother, Miami, a force of nature,
drags her to New York with her seven, soon to be eleven children, Esmeralda,
the oldest, must learn new rules, a new language, and eventually, take on a new
identity

The Underground Railroad by Colton
Whitehead

As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the antebellum era, he weaves
in the saga of our nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the unfulfilled
promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale
of one woman's will to escape the horrors of bondage—and a powerful
meditation on the history we all share.
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The Tilted World: A Novel by Tom Franklin.
Beth Ann Fennelly

Set against the backdrop of the historic flooding of the Mississippi River, The
Tilted World is an extraordinary tale of murder and moonshine, sandbagging and
saboteurs, and a man and a woman who find unexpected love, from Tom
Franklin, the acclaimed author of the New York Times best-seller Crooked Letter,
Crooked Letter, and award-winning poet Beth Ann Fennelly.
Written with extraordinary insight and tenderness, The Tilted World is that rarest
of creations, a story of seemingly ordinary people who find hope and deliverance
where they least expect it - in each other.
Nonfiction

Educated by Tara Westover

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the
first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an
education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became
violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new
kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and
across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she
wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.

The Autobiography of Malcom X as told to
Alex Haley

In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964,
Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the
extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black Muslim movement. His
fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream, and
the inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens the opportunity
to dream, gives extraordinary insight into the most urgent issues of our own time.
The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the definitive statement of a
movement and a man whose work was never completed but whose message is
timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand America.
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The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson

Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has
crafted a narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills
of the best fiction.
The Devil in the White City draws the reader into the enchantment of the Guilded
Age, made all the more appealing by a supporting cast of real-life characters,
including Buffalo Bill, Theodore Dreiser, Susan B. Anthony, Thomas Edison,
Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and others. Erik Larson’s gifts as a storyteller are
magnificently displayed in this rich narrative of the master builder, the killer, and
the great fair that obsessed them both.

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

Chris McCandless left everything and hitchhiked his way to Alaska. He subsists
in the wild for over 100 days. His body is later found. What set him on his path?
Why would he leave everyone and everything behind?

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering
America on the Appalachian Trail by Bill
Bryson

For a start there’s the gloriously out-of-shape Stephen Katz, a buddy from Iowa
along for the walk. But A Walk in the Woods is more than just a laugh-out-loud
hike. Bryson’s acute eye is a wise witness to this beautiful but fragile trail, and as
he tells its fascinating history, he makes a moving plea for the conservation of
America’s last great wilderness. An adventure, a comedy, and a celebration, A
Walk in the Woods is a modern classic of travel literature.
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Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled
Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where
despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be
black for the first time.
Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America
closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in
London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and
reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland.

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
An American Slave by Frederick Douglass

Immerse yourself in one of the most influential autobiographies of all time,
written by one of the most remarkable individuals in American history. Today,
Frederick Douglass is remembered as a famous abolitionist in the nineteenth
century. But that statement alone doesn't fully convey who this man truly was,
and how much of an impact he made. Frederick Douglass transformed the
United States through his thoughts, words, and actions.

The Autobiography of Gucci Mane by Gucci
Mane

The platinum-selling recording artist began writing his remarkable autobiography
in a federal maximum security prison. Released in 2016, he emerged radically
transformed. He was sober, smiling, focused, and positive—a far cry from the
Gucci Mane of years past.
A critically acclaimed classic, The Autobiography of Gucci Mane “provides
incredible insight into one of the most influential rappers of the last decade,
detailing a volatile and fascinating life...By the end, every reader will have a
greater understanding of Gucci Mane, the man and the musician” (Pitchfork).
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My Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor

Before she was Justice Sonia Sotomayor, she was a little Puerto Rican girl
growing up in the Bronx. Learn about her life in all the obstacles she overcame
to become the first Hispanic and third woman appointed to serve on the US
Supreme Court.

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers
and The Crime That Changed Their Lives by
Dashka Slater

"If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were
high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in
the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the
middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen,
lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day,
their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes."

The Glass Universe: How the Ladies of the
Harvard Observatory Took the Measure of
the Stars by Dava Sobel

Elegantly written and enriched by excerpts from letters, diaries, and memoirs,
The Glass Universe is the hidden history of the women whose contributions to
the burgeoning field of astronomy forever changed our understanding of the
stars and our place in the universe.

The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story
of the Women Who Helped Win World War II
by Denise Kiernan

Drawing from the voices and experiences of the women who lived and worked in
Oak Ridge, The Girls of Atomic City rescues a remarkable, forgotten chapter of
World War II from obscurity. Denise Kiernan captures the spirit of the times
through these women: their pluck, their desire to contribute, and their enduring
courage. “A phenomenal story,” and Publishers Weekly called it an “intimate and
revealing glimpse into one of the most important scientific developments in
history.”

Name:

2022-23 English 11 Summer Reading Assignment
Rubric

Criteria
Content, Ideas,
Arguments, &
Analysis

●
●

●

●

Initiating

Approaching

Meets

Exceeds

1

2

3

4

Ideas expressed lack an
understanding of the topic.
Arguments are irrelevant,
off-topic, and/or confusing to
follow.
Viewpoint, if given, is not
supported with evidence or
examples.
3 or less of the activities are
completed.

●

●

●

●
Connection to
Course Materials

●

Grammar,
Usage, and
Mechanics

●

No connections are made to
●
reading and/or if made, are not
clearly stated and are largely
personal opinions.
The writer demonstrates a
●
limited grasp of the conventions
of written English, which
seriously impairs the essay’s
readability.

Ideas expressed in paragraphs
show a minimal understanding
of the discussion topic.
Arguments are general in
nature and/or occasionally
may not be relevant.
Rehashes or summarizes ideas
with limited analysis, original
thought, and/or supported
viewpoints.
4 or less of the activities are
completed
Minimal direct connections are
made to reading. Connections
are largely inferred and
somewhat unclear at times.
An assortment of errors in
convention could occur with
some frequency.

●

●

●
●

●

●

Ideas expressed in paragraphs
are mostly substantive and
relevant to topic; some
original thought.
Demonstrates logical thinking,
reasoning, and/or analysis for
most part.
Viewpoint is supported with
evidence and/or examples.
All FIVE activities are
completed

●

Some direct connections are
made to reading and are
clearly stated for the most
part.
An occasional problem with
the conventions of written
English occurs in the text.

●

Strong, direct connections are
made to reading and are clearly
stated.

●

The writer demonstrates a firm,
unerring grasp of the conventions
of written English (spelling,
capitalization, punctuation,
paragraphing).
The writing is virtually error-free.

●

●
●

●

Ideas expressed in paragraphs
include original thought,
substantial depth, and are relevant
to topic.
Viewpoint shows strong logical
thinking, reasoning, and analysis
with evidence and examples.
Construction of new meaning and
insights are evident.
All FIVE activities are thoroughly
completed

Name:

MLA Citations

●

●

No works cited page – this will
result in the paper being
returned ungraded. Papers
without bibliographies will
receive an automatic “F” due
to plagiarism
Direct quotes are not cited
within text

●

Works cited has a few errors or
missing citations and doesn’t
follow MLA conventions.
Needs more in-text citations to
support argument

●

All sources are accurately cited ●
on a works cited page and
in-text citations are present, if
not perfectly formatted
●

All sources are accurately cited in a
consistent MLA style on a works
cited page and within the text
Direct quotes and paraphrases are
parenthetically cited within the
text and properly formatted.

