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MS Teams etiquette 
● Please keep microphones and video off to help keep focus 

on the presentation & presenters

● If general questions come up during the session, please 
post them in the chat. They will be addressed during or 
at the end of the session by the presenters.

● This session will be recorded and posted on the website.



Brief Overview
● Naviance
● The Common Application
● Junior Year Timeline
● Senior Year Timeline
● ACT and SAT information
● Financial Aid
● Career Pathways and Workforce Development 
● Additional Options Post High School
● Q & A 



College Reference Guide



College Reference Guide



College Reference Guide



College Research Tools
General websites to help with college and career planning:

Naviance - It is important that students know how to navigate this platform. It is 
what APS counselors use to send supporting documents (Letters of 
recommendation, transcripts, other school reports.)

Students can access their Naviance accounts through their APS single sign on just as you would when 
accessing Canvas and Studentvue.

VA Wizard

Big Future – College Board

College Navigator

Virtual  and in- person college visits

https://student.naviance.com/washlee
https://www.vawizard.org/wizard/home
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


                            Naviance Student



College Research-Naviance



Naviance Supermatch- Demo DeRocco 



Colleges i’m Thinking ABout



Colleges i’m Applying To



       ScattergramS - George Mason University



               ScattergramS - Virginia Tech



                         Scattergrams - VCU



                         Scattergrams - VCU



Colleges that accepted our students!



Top 12 colleges that our students apply to



More College Research - ACC Fall Visits Room 230!!
* Admission Reps that visit ACC are sometimes the ones 
reviewing your college applications!!



Every school that you apply to must be added to 
Naviance

COMMONAPP.ORG     COALITIONFORCOLLEGEACCESS.ORG        



Common app HOME PAGE - Commonapp.org



The Common Application- The Common Side
● The Common App has over 1000 

member institutions.
● The Common App has 6 different 

sections.
● Within each section there are 

subsections.
● You CAN start the Common App at 

any time and the information 
will be saved and “rolled over” 
to next school year on 

● 80% of your college application 

can be started early!



Benefits of submitting your college applications early
● More time to focus on your academics 
● Less waiting for a decision

○ Apply early = getting an admissions decision early 
● More time for scholarship applications 😁
● More time to evaluate your admission decisions
● Over 80% of our 2023 grads submitted at least one app 

early!



The Common App - The College side
● The information added to the 

college side will not roll over 
to the next school year. 
Questions asked by college may 
change.

● Recommendation: start in the 
summer or in early fall of 
senior year. After August 1st

● Students CAN add colleges to 
the colleges tab.



Common App Essay Prompts - Can start early!
Minimum 250 words - maximum 650 words. Essays that do not meet the 250 minimum will not be accepted by Common App





COLLEGE APPLICATION DEADLINES AND DECISION DATES



Requesting letters of recommendation From your 
teachers- naviance
General Rules to follow:

1. We recommend at least 2 letters of rec. One must be from a core teacher. 
2. Be prepared to provide recommender a resume or “brag sheet”.
3. Begin thinking about who you will ask for a recommendation during spring 

of your junior year.
4. Send teacher request during senior year via Naviance.
5. Do not use the Commonapp recommendation feature only use Naviance. You can 

use Commonapp for outside recommenders only!
6. You will need LOR’s for more than just your college applications. You will 

need LOR’s for applying to scholarships.
7. Please request LOR’s with plenty of advance notice - know your application 

deadlines.



Requesting letters of recommendation From your 
school counselor

Most colleges will require a recommendation from your school 
counselor. In order for you to get a recommendation from your 
school counselor you must ASK in person and you must fill out a 
“Brag Sheet” which is a series of open ended questions that 
allow you to brag about yourself and let your counselor know 
more about you and your unique situation.

“Brag Sheets” are found in your Naviance account. Upper right 
hand corner click on the “About Me” tab – from there you will 
see “surveys from your school.”



College & Career Planning Resources Online
Visit the ACC website to locate more resources, including 
Naviance.

https://careercenter.apsva.us/college-career-planning-resour
ces-2/ 

ACC Homepage > Counseling > College and Career Counseling

https://careercenter.apsva.us/college-career-planning-resources-2/
https://careercenter.apsva.us/college-career-planning-resources-2/




Applying to NVCC
If you are already a Dual Enrollment student, then 

you are already a NOVA student, and you don’t 

need to apply again! If you need help with your 

NOVA student ID # please let us know.

Contact Ms. Amanda Wilder awilder@nvcc.edu or 

visit NOVA on campus to get set up for the Fall 

2022. Ms. Wilder is our ACC NVCC admissions 

counselor.

3/22 - room 230 - 1:30pm NVCC College 

Application Day!!



Applying to NVCC
● If you have not taken a Dual Enrollment class - Apply to NOVA

○ Pathways to 4-year Schools

○ Guaranteed admission contracts to 4-year Universities

■ https://www.nvcc.edu/gaa/

○ Associate’s Degrees

○ Non-Degree Seeking Options

○ Career Certificates - Be Workforce Ready!

● You can select NOVA on your Naviance Account

● Apply to NOVA online at: https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/apply/index.html 

● Contact Ms. Wilder awilder@nvcc.edu or our in-house NVCC contact Ms. Deirdre Magro 

dmagro@nvcc.edu to get assistance.

https://www.nvcc.edu/gaa/
https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/apply/index.html
mailto:awilder@nvcc.edu
mailto:dmagro@nvcc.edu


NVCC Certificate Programs





https://www.khanacademy.org/sat 

Personalized to your child
With Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy, your child 
will:

● get a personalized plan tailored to their strengths 
and weaknesses based on their previous 
PSAT/NMSQT® or SAT results or our diagnostics;

● hone their skills with thousands of practice 
questions, hints, and video lessons;

● take up to eight official full-length practice tests 
online or on paper;

● receive instant feedback and adaptive 
recommendations for what to practice;

● set a personalized practice schedule to get 
reminders for when to practice; and

● review expert tips and strategies for the test.

Check out our overview of Official SAT Practice video to 
get a sense of the student experience.

https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/exams
https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/exams
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/full-length-sat-1/paper-sat-tests/a/full-length-sats-to-take-on-paper
https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/tips-and-planning
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/about-official-sat-practice-khan-academy/v/walk-through-sat-practice-platform


SAT vs. ACT
WHICH TEST SHOULD I TAKE??

Here is a very informative presentation from 

UVA Club of Washington DC: SAT, ACT, or Skip It? with Ann 
Dolin

This video along with additional SAT / ACT information on 
our ACC website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQMawq5zdx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQMawq5zdx4
https://careercenter.apsva.us/college-admission-testing-information/


2023 Testing Dates - SAT and ACT

Arlington Career Center - school/CEEB code: 470073

                FEE WAIVERS AVAILABLE!



See What Schools are Test Optional: 
http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional 

http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional


Test optional statements



Junior Year in review



Beyond the Classroom- Get involved!
~Academics are only part of the equation~

- Create a resume or brag sheet and document the following:
○ Volunteer and work experience
○ Extracurricular awards and recognitions

○ Summer programs, camps and internships
○ Activities or memberships in clubs
○ Athletics (school and community)
○ Outside organizations or church groups
○ Leadership positions



Senior Year!



Scholarships for juniors
College Board Opportunity Scholarships

● Juniors who complete the first two steps of the College Board Opportunity 
Scholarships are eligible for the $500 Build Your College List and $1,000 
Practice for the SAT scholarships.
Instructions for how to Register: here

● Drawing happen monthly
 

● FastWeb Scholarship Search
● Raise.me/
● QUESTBRIDGE

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org
https://pages.collegeboard.org/pdf/virtual-college-planning-home.pdf
https://www.fastweb.com


Financial Aid and Scholarships-Senior Year
● FAFSA Opens October 1

○ https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa 
○ FAFSA Process Overview
○ You may be eligible for federal and/or state aid
○ Pell Grant, Work Study, Loans

● Apply for scholarships!
○ Get from school, community organizations
○ Websites, applications, etc. 
○ APS Scholarship List on Naviance
○ CHECK NAVIANCE MESSAGES FROM MR. DEROCCO

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-process.png


Scholarships and Resources for DACA/DREAmers/Undocumented 
students
www.thedream.us

www.esperanzafund.org/ 

www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/ 

www.dreamproject-va.org 

https://mydocumentedlife.org/ 

https://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/ 
Work with your counselor & consider applying to the Dream Project Mentoring 
Program. 

https://careercenter.apsva.us/first-generation-college-students/ 

https://www.thedream.us/
http://www.esperanzafund.org/
http://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/
http://www.dreamproject-va.org
https://mydocumentedlife.org/
https://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/
https://careercenter.apsva.us/first-generation-college-students/


Virginia Alternative State Aid 



Workforce/Apprenticeships
Arlington Employment Center provides assistance in finding a 
job such as providing support to write a resume, practice 
interviewing skills  and acquiring the skills needed to 
obtain a certain job. 

Apprenticeships are job-training programs which incorporate 
both hands-on training and education of the theory. 
Apprenticeships can be accessed through the Department of 
Labor, possibly CTE courses, adult education, or through 
career training.  

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/AEC/Job-Seeker-Services


Industry Certifications
NOVA Workforce Programs - Offers continuing education and 
training for today’s workforce. Learn new, in-demand skills 
and prepare for industry credentials to advance your career.

APS Has Partnered With Alexandria’s Workforce Development 
Center - job-training programs which incorporate both 
hands-on training and industry certifications.

ACC CTE Courses!! - Earn Certifications in: Cyber Security, 
Auto Tech, Web Design, Adobe, Engineering, Private Pilot 
License - any many more!

https://www.nvcc.edu/workforce/
https://www.alexandriava.gov/workforce-development/basic-page/wdc-programs-and-services
https://www.alexandriava.gov/workforce-development/basic-page/wdc-programs-and-services


Military
● ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery)
● Occupational Outlook Handbook-Military Careers
● Army
● Air Force
● National Guard
● Navy
● Coast Guard
● Marines

https://careercenter.apsva.us/military-career-information/ 

https://careercenter.apsva.us/military-career-information/


          Military Recruiter Contact Information 
● Please contact Mr. DeRocco for a complete list of 

military recruiter contact information.

● ACC also has an award winning Space Force JROTC 
program. Any students interested in learning more 
about our JROTC program you can reach out to 
Colonel Dierlam.



Gap Year
A term to describe taking time off between the end of high 
school and the beginning of college/work. 

● It is important to clearly define what a gap year would 
look like.

● Options could include: Volunteer Service, Employment, 
Working on a special project, & working with or without a 
formal program 

● Be productive

https://careercenter.apsva.us/gap-year-resources/ 

https://careercenter.apsva.us/gap-year-resources/




College Application Workshops!  
When?: (Almost) Every Thursday during Archers                     
😁 Room 230

Topics Discussed: College Research, Application Process, 
Letters of Recommendation, Transcripts, and More!





QUESTIONS? THANK YOU!!


