Greetings!

The upcoming move from the Arlington Career Center to the Grace Hopper Center allows us to
appreciate the 50-year story of ACC while planning for what is ahead. Our building has always
been a center for innovation, and now, more than ever, we look forward to what is next.

Origins

Arlington Career Center 1974

For more than five decades, the Arlington Career Center (ACC) has stood as a foundation of
innovation, opportunity, and community connection. Established on September 13, 1974, ACC
was created as a central, specialized facility equipped with modern technology, diverse
curricula, and expert educators. Its mission was clear: to provide Arlington’s secondary students
and adult learners with meaningful pathways to personal and professional success.

Through the years, ACC offered career exploration and preparation programs that reflected both
individual interests and the evolving needs of the workforce. From horticulture and fashion
design to auto mechanics and nursing, students gained practical experience and the confidence
to make informed decisions about their career and college goals. Adult learners, too, found
opportunities to expand their skills, advance their career interests, and enrich their lives.
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Watch this student created documentary highlighting the past, present and future of the Arlington Career Center in
celebration of its 50th anniversary. Created by Arlington Tech students, Lauren Sproles and Finn Patchen, and
Wakefield student Zoe Rosso (Class of 2025), and Meridian High School student Aryanna Teddy (Class of 2025).

Innovation
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May 2025 NVCC Graduation at Eagle Bank, 19 Arlington Tech students earn Associate’s Degrees

As industries evolved and technology advanced, Arlington Public Schools continued to adapt.
On September 8, 2015, Arlington Tech (AT) opened as a full-time Governor’'s STEM Academy,
responding to the growing demand for STEM-based education and dual enroliment
opportunities. AT quickly became a model for innovation, integrating project-based learning,
college coursework, and real-world problem-solving to prepare students for the challenges of
tomorrow.

Cornerstone
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Grace Hopper Center October 2025

Today, we proudly continue this legacy as we look toward the opening of the Grace Hopper
Center (GHC) in Fall 2026. Built on the visionary foundation of the Career Center, GHC will


https://youtu.be/x2OO0lXLeGk?si=5gCqHufu9oYQvB6T

serve as the innovation hub of Arlington Public Schools, a place where students experience
authentic, work-based learning aligned to high-demand, high-wage careers.
Key features of GHC include:

e Expanded opportunities at Arlington Tech, our full-time Governor's STEM Academy, in
STEM fields and emerging technologies.

e Dual enroliment pathways with Northern Virginia Community College leading to an
associate’s degree.

e Senior capstone experiences through internships and work-based learning.
e Access to industry-recognized credentials and real-world skills.

The Grace Hopper Center honors the enduring vision of the Arlington Career Center,
empowering students to explore, discover, and achieve. Together, we are building a legacy that
connects the spirit of our past with the innovation of our future.

The APS Options Programs applications are now officially open as of November 10th! Arlington
Tech, Governor’s STEM Academy will be expanding its current seat capacity at the new Grace
Hopper Center. Learn more about this full-time high school option program and how students
across APS can apply.

Best Regards,

Margaret Chung
Principal, Arlington Career Center
Margaret.chung@apsva.us
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